[image: ]
	
Deana Epperly Karem
Senior Vice President of Regional Economic Growth
Greater Louisville Inc. (GLI)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Deana works with local economic development leaders in the 15-county bi-state region to attract companies and grow talent.  Deana leads a team of professionals focused on business attraction, workforce strategies, and networking programs for like-minded industry professionals.  She is a close advisor to the President & CEO, and is considered a significant leader in the area of regional economic growth in the Metro area. 
Deana returned to GLI in September of 2015 after serving as the Executive Director of the Oldham Chamber & Economic Development office.  There, she lead the merger of  Chamber and economic development activities growing the Chamber membership by nearly 40% and facilitating services to expand 12 companies in the area.
Before focusing on economic development, Deana managed the merger task force for Louisville and Jefferson County governments.  She produced two seasonal television series for the Archdiocese of Louisville, and served as a special liaison for a number of elected officials.
Deana has been named a Business First 40 Under 40, and a Louisville Magazine “Woman to Watch.”    Business First has also selected her as a Monday Mentor.  Deana currently serves on the board of Junior Achievement, and is a representative to the board for KentuckianaWorks.  She is a past chair of the Kentucky Association for Economic Development (KAED) and is an active volunteer for her Church and community.  She has also held leadership positions on the boards of the EP Tom Sawyer Park Foundation, Mercy Academy and the Louisville Metro Police Citizens Advisory Board.  
Deana has a bachelor’s degree in public relations and a master’s degree in public administration - both from the University of Louisville.  
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