Belle of Louisville named historical engineering landmark
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LOUISVILLE, KY (AP) - Louisville's historic steamboat is receiving an award from an engineering group.

The New York-based American Society of Mechanical Engineers is designating the Belle of Louisville as a historic mechanical engineering landmark at a special ceremony on April 23 in Louisville.

The Belle is the oldest continuously operating river-style steamboat in the world, according to the group.

It was named a National Historic Landmark in 1989, and still offers public cruises on the Ohio River.

The Belle was built in 1914 in Pittsburgh and was originally named the Idlewild. Most early steamboats were removed from the inland waterways after World War II.

(Copyright 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.)

