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VA to build new hospital in Louisville
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The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs will build a new hospital in Louisville to replace its 55-year-old VA Medical Center on Zorn Avenue. 

Details about the new facility were not immediately available, but R. James Nicholson, secretary of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, is expected provide more information at a 1 p.m. news conference at the VA Medical Center. 

He will be joined by U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell Jr., U.S. Reps. Anne Northup and Ron Lewis and other local leaders, according to Judy Williams, a public affairs officer for the hospital. 

For more than two years, local officials have been waiting to hear the results of a study on the feasibility of replacing the current VA hospital with a new acute-care facility to be located downtown. It would collaborate with the University of Louisville teaching hospital. 

The study stemmed from a 2004 commission formed by former VA Secretary Anthony Principi to make recommendations to restructure the VA across the country to reduce costs and replace obsolete structures. 

The commission's recommendations also called for: 

· opening 10 outpatient clinics in Kentucky by 2012; 

· opening four outpatient clinics in Indiana by 2012, including one in Scott County; 

· working with the U.S. Department of Defense to expand space at Fort Knox for primary care and mental health services; 

· developing a master plan for an aging VA hospital in Lexington. 

Northup previously told Business First that a new downtown hospital would have about 250 beds and cost about $250 million. She said that estimate was based on similar projects that have been conducted in recent years. 

The current VA hospital could remain open as a long-term care facility for veterans or as an outpatient clinic, she said. 

Katie Greenan, Northup's press secretary, said she could not comment on the plans for Louisville prior to the news conference because it is the Department of Veterans Affairs announcement. 

