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As downtown revitalization efforts bring more living units to the heart of the city, some suburban residents might consider a move to a more urban setting.

That's what Jan Helson, vice president of Helson Development Corp., is banking on with the new look of 626 E. Main St. 
Her company is converting a 22-unit apartment complex at the site into four condominiums with a price tag of $599,900 each. 
The first unit is finished, but is not sold. Helson expects the remaining three condos to be completed by June. 
She declined to disclose how much is being invested in the renovation of 626 E. Main, but she described it as a multimillion-dollar development. 
Developers are longtime owners of the site 
The ongoing project is the second time the current owners have redeveloped the property. The site once was home to Abell Elevator, and Helson and a group of fellow investors bought the land in 1982. 
Their company, called 626 East Main Street Joint Venture, converted the site into 16,000 square feet of commercial space and the apartment complex. 
She said the development has been successful, with tenants in both the commercial and residential space. But after more than two decades, the partners wanted to do something different with the residential component. 
So they waited until the apartment leases expired and then began an overhaul of the units. 
Condos designed to give owners best of both worlds 
The renovation work has been almost as involved as a new construction project, Helson said. 
The goal of the development, she added, is to give residents the best of both worlds -- a private "sanctuary" in the midst of the downtown hub.

The brick units, which average about 3,000 square feet, have an open, loft-style floor plan and come with many amenities. 
Each condo will have a security system, hardwood floors, 15-foot ceilings, a landscaped courtyard, attached garages and private patios and/or rooftop terrace access. 
The commercial space, which is completely leased, will remain as is. It currently houses a public relations firm, a production company and a recording studio. 
Empty nesters drawn to the site 
Helson Development also serves as the marketing entity for the property, and although publicity efforts are just beginning, Helson said, there already have been several inquiries. 
Much of the interest so far has stemmed from empty-nesters who are looking for the convenience of downtown living. 
The shift from suburbia to downtown is a trend that Helson expects to continue to grow, and her organization plans to capitalize on that potential. 
"We are always looking for opportunities downtown," she said, adding that her firm has been committed to the downtown in the past, and she believes it is still a very "viable" area. 
