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U of L scientist gets $3.4 million for research

August 14, 2006
The National Institutes of Health has awarded a University of Louisville neurologist a $3.4 million grant to lead a nationwide study of a condition similar to Parkinson's disease. 

Irene Litvan, director of U of L's Movement Disorders Program, will lead a team of scientists from eight institutions taking part in the study. It will look for causes and seek possible treatments for progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP) -- a nervous system disorder that can mimic Parkinson's disease, according to a news release from U of L. 

More than 20,000 people in the United States have the disorder, but this is the first comprehensive study to understand the disease. 

Earlier research suggests that PSP is linked to the deterioration of cells in parts of the brainstem. The disease causes various symptoms such as loss of balance, dizziness, personality changes, slurred speech and a slowing of cognitive functions. 

Scientists believe that the disease might be caused by genetic factors, environmental factors or problems with the body's ability to get rid of some toxins. 

"The first step in finding a cure is to learn what causes the disorder," Litvan said in the release. "By exploring the molecular and cellular factors involved, we hope to pinpoint that so we can develop targeted treatments." 

