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U of L to establish energy research center

January 26, 2009
The University of Louisville will be home to the state of Kentucky’s Center for Renewable Energy Research and Environmental Stewardship.

The center will be funded through a $20 million donation from U of L engineering school graduates Henry Conn and his wife, Rebecca Conn.

It is the largest private donation made to any public university in Kentucky.

The center will be named the Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research and Environmental Stewardship. It will be operated at U of L’s J.B. Speed School of Engineering, the university said in a news release.

“We were looking for one cause to significantly support in an effort to make the needle move, to really make a difference,” Henry Conn said in the release.

The center was created by the Kentucky General Assembly in 2006 as a means of studying renewable energy sources and helping forward public policy, the university said in the release.

The governor will appoint a board that will set priorities for the center and researchers at the center will work with researchers at the state’s other postsecondary education institutions, private industry and nonprofit organizations to pursue federally funded research and development resources, the university said in the release.

U of L researchers will explore the use of wind, solar, geothermal and biomass resources, energy storage and logistics and distribution challenges presented by the use of renewable energy sources, the university said in the release.

“Our commitment to pioneering research leading the U.S. to energy independence is equal to our quest to find the answers to cancer at the James Graham Brown Cancer Center,” University of Louisville president James Ramsey said in the release. “We have attracted researchers who have invented the vaccine for cervical cancer and have 20-plus cancer-curing drugs in the pipeline. We’ll put our shoulders to the task of providing clean, affordable energy for the future in the same, innovative fashion.”

Henry Conn is a member of the Industrial Board of Advisors for the J.B. Speed School of Engineering.

He began his career with Ford Motor Co., helping to direct construction of the Kentucky Truck Plant on Chamberlain Lane. He also has served as the corporate director of manufacturing engineering services at Allis-Chalmers in Milwaukee, general manager of the service division of Atlanta-based Siemens-Allis Inc., and corporate vice president for productivity at TRW Inc.

Conn, who lives in Atlanta, also formed the business consulting firm Tarkenton, Conn and Co., with former National Football League quarterback Fran Tarkenton.

