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U of L scientists receive diabetes research funding

October 6, 2008
Six researchers from the University of Louisville each have received $50,000 grants from the Kentucky Diabetes Research board.

The grants will help researchers investigate the disease and conduct clinical research involving patients, the university said in a news release.

Ongoing projects receiving funding are:

• A study by immunologist Pascale Alard on how the body’s inflammatory response and the development of childhood (type 1) diabetes;

• Pre-clinical tests by kidney disease researcher David Powell examining whether a hormone related to insulin will improve kidney function in diabetic mice;

• Pre-clinical tests by immunologist Haval Shirwan involving pancreatic cell transplants without rejection drugs for type 1 diabetes patients;

• Pre-clinical tests by immunologist Esma Yolcu focusing on eliminating immune system malfunction in type 1 diabetes patients through safer bone marrow transplants;

• Clinical tests by forensic toxicologist Saeed Jortani to research a test for earlier detection of type 2 diabetes; and

• A clinical test by molecular biologist Shirish Barve to examine the relationship between the body’s inflammatory processes and diabetic complications such as eye disease, kidney disease and coronary artery disease.

