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U of L receives supercomputer for research

February 19, 2009
The University of Louisville is set to employ the resources of what it calls “the most powerful academic high-performance computing system in Kentucky.”

The university has taken delivery of an IBM supercomputer capable of 25 trillion calculations per second. IBM and U of L said it is one of the 500 most powerful computers in the world.

The supercomputer is a cluster of computers linked to operate as one machine. The cluster has 100 terrabytes, or 102,400 gigabytes of usable space, and 5.2 terabytes, or 5,325 gigabytes of memory, the university said in a news release.

The $2.1 million IBM iDataPlex supercomputer, nicknamed the Cardinal Research Cluster, was installed at U of L’s Belknap Campus in late January and is expected to be in full operation by late March, the release said. More than a dozen U of L researchers collaborated during the computer selection and installation process.

The supercomputer will be used to help solve complex research problems in areas such as cancer research, materials science, atmospheric modeling, visualization and bioinformatics, the release said. It can distill large amounts of data so researchers can see trends or produce more refined simulations to test a hypothesis.

“This computer infrastructure represents leading edge technology,” Priscilla Hancock, vice president for information technology and chief information officer at U of L, said in the release. “For the first time in U of L history, it consolidates our research data, giving us the computing environment we need to work more collaboratively.”

