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U of L gets $13.1 million NIH grant for children’s study

October 3, 2008
The University of Louisville today announced that it will receive a $13.1 million grant from the National Institutes of Health for its role in the National Children’s Study.

The long-term study, which focuses on environmental and genetic effects on children’s health, is the largest of its kind to be conducted in the United States, according to a news release. The funds will be distributed to U of L over a five-year period.

The study will follow 100,000 children from before they are born until age 21, attempting to understand how children’s genes interact with their environments to impact the child’s health and development. Nutrition, neighborhood safety and access to health care are among the environmental factors to be examined in the study.

U of L’s David Tollerud, a professor of public health, medicine and pharmacology and toxicology, and Deborah Davis, an associate professor of pediatrics, will serve as principal investigators of the local portion of the study.

Researchers from the School of Public Health and Information Sciences, the Department of Pediatrics, the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Women’s Health, the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences and the Urban Studies Institute also will participate.

“We are excited to be a study center for this program, which has the potential to be as important as the human genome project in our understanding of health and disease,” Tollerud said in the release.

Davis said in the release that the study potentially could answer questions related to such topics as causes of obesity and the impact of infections on developmental progress.

“This is particularly important for children in Kentucky, where we have higher than average rates of obesity, cardiovascular disease and diabetes and more children born with low birth weight,” she said.

Recruitment for the Louisville portion of the study is scheduled to begin in 2010. For more information on the study, visit www.nationalchildrensstudy.gov.

