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Sullivan University to start college of pharmacy
March 17, 2006
A college of pharmacy is set to open in about two years at Sullivan University, school officials announced late Thursday. 

The university is starting the program to address a growing shortage of pharmacists across the country, said Tom Davisson, senior vice president of the Sullivan University System, in a news release. 

The only other pharmacy school in Kentucky is at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. Officials with that university, who recently announced they will expand their pharmacy school by sending some fifth-year students to Louisville for clinical work, have said Kentucky is near the top of national rankings of states with a shortage of pharmacists. (For more, click year.) 

Sullivan officials studied the need for a pharmacy college here for two years before presenting the concept to the university's board of directors for approval in October, the release said. 

A search for a dean of the pharmacy college already is under way. 

The new program will be the first doctorate-level program offered by Louisville-based Sullivan University, which has several master's degree programs in addition to associate's and bachelor's degree programs. 

Dr. Daniel Nona, executive director emeritus of the Accrediting Council on Pharmaceutical Education and professor emeritus at the University of Illinois College of Pharmacy, has served as a consultant to Sullivan as school officials have studied the concept of adding a pharmacy program. 

"Sullivan University is committed to bringing the necessary resources to the development of a college of pharmacy whose mission is to assist in addressing the expanding needs for pharmaceutical care in the community," Nona said in the release. "The university's dedication to effective teaching will be the linchpin of the new professional program leading to the doctor of pharmacy degree." 

Sullivan will seek accreditation for the pharmacy program from the Accrediting Council for Pharmacy Education, according to the release. The ACPE, based in Chicago, is the national agency that is charged with accrediting professional degree programs in pharmacy and providers of continuing pharmacy education. 

Also, Sullivan will seek a new accreditation level with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. The Decatur, Ga., organization recently reaffirmed Sullivan's institutional accreditation for 10 years, the release said. 

The Sullivan University System's Louisville campus is located at 3101 Bardstown Road. Sullivan also has campuses in Lexington and Fort Knox. 

Spencerian College, 4627 Dixie Highway, and Louisville Technical Institute, 3901 Adkinson Square Drive, also are part of the Sullivan University System. 

With enrollment of more than 4,000 students, Sullivan is the largest privately owned college in Kentucky, ranked by enrollment, according to the gohigherky.org Web site, which contains information about colleges and universities in Kentucky. 

