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Educational attainment is rising in Louisville, especially at the certificate and associate-degree levels, according the latest Human Capital Scorecard released by KentuckianaWorks.

A research team led by University of Louisville economist Dr. Paul Coomes produced the scorecard, which is based on the Louisville Metropolitan Statistical Area of 13 counties, according to a news release. 
Findings of the research include: 
· The biggest jump in educational attainment took place at the certificate and associate-degree levels. Certificates (and other degree programs of less than a year in length) have increased by 66 percent, and associate degrees have grown by 33 percent since 2001. 

· Of Jefferson County residents 25 years and older, 83.3 percent had a high school diploma or higher in 2004, compared with 81.8 percent in 2000 and 74.1 percent in 1990. 

· The percentage of Jefferson County residents with a bachelor's degree or higher in 2004 was 26.1 percent, compared with 24.8 percent in 2000 and 19.3 percent in 1990. 

· Overall, postsecondary enrollment is up 16 percent between the fall semesters of the 2001-02 and 2004-05 academic years. The greatest growth is at the associate-degree level or below. 

· The number of students enrolled in schools offering degrees above the associate level rose by 6 percent, an increase of 1,600 students. 

· Area institutions are awarding 3,600 bachelor's degrees annually, up 12 percent over the past decade. 

The increase in degrees and certificates below the associate level is attributed to a demand for short-term training opportunities that can move people into careers quickly, according to the release. 
