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Spirits buoyed on waterfront
United 20 years later, development group celebrates park project
By Sheldon S. Shafer

Way X =7
B | sshafer@courier-journal.com
Thank You For The Courier-Journal
Setting the Pace!

T - In 1986, Louisville's downtown waterfront was barricaded by a string of sand
vartizament

and salt piles, scrap yards, railroads and industry.

Nearly $100 million later, the riverfront has undergone an "almost
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business leaders
celebrated the 20th
anniversary of the
founding of the
Waterfront Development
Corp., which has
overseen the riverside
rejuvenation.
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The board has planned and administered the park's development and rounded
up the money to build the attractions, which drew 1.5 million visitors last year.

"Lots and lots of folks had to buy into the vision to make this magnificent
entryway" to the city and state, Abramson said yesterday.

Now Louisville's metro mayor, he said the park, which will convert the old Big
Four Bridge into a cross-river walkway by 2008 to complete development, is
evidence of a successful public-private partnership.

"I love it," said Marshell Barber, who was sitting in a chair yesterday as he
fished off the wharf with six poles. "I'm usually here five days a week."

Reporter Sheldon S. Shafer can be reached at (502) 582-7089.
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