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Louisville named top manufacturing city in the Southeast
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Louisville's manufacturing industry accounts for the most manufacturing jobs in the Southeast, according to a report published by Manufacturers' News Inc. 

Louisville has 65,071 manufacturing jobs, the report said, ranking the state first in the nine-state Southeast region. Atlanta ranked second, with 60,803 manufacturing workers, and Charlotte, N.C., ranked third, with 49,957 jobs. Miami and Jacksonville, Fla., rank fourth and fifth, respectively, with 49,603 and 44,780 jobs. 

Ford Motor Co., with 9,300 Louisville employees, GE Consumer & Industrial, with 5,220 local workers, and Brown-Forman Corp., with 1,500 local employees, are the city's largest industrial employers. 

Lexington is Kentucky's second-largest manufacturing city, with 21,904 jobs. Bowling Green is the third-largest, with 12,020 jobs. 

According to the report, Kentucky hosts 6,163 manufacturing companies employing 328,393 workers, and accounts for 8.4 percent of the Southeast's manufacturing jobs. 

Evanston, Ill.-based Manufacturers' News Inc. compiles and distributes manufacturing guides, statistics and databases for all 50 states. 

