Business First

Louisville named a top community for youth

January 25, 2007
For the second year in a row, Louisville has been named one of the "100 Best Communities for Young People" by America's Promise. 

The organization was started by former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell to promote mentoring, education and volunteerism to children and young adults. 

The 100 best communities were chosen by a panel of judges including NBC News journalist Tim Russert and Brian Gallagher, president and CEO of United Way of America. 

Louisville was selected for its partnerships with Jefferson County Public Schools, including Every 1 Reads, an initiative that aims to have all children reading at or above grade level by 2008; the Louisville Education and Employment Partnership program, which provides mentors to at-risk students; and Kid Trax, a computer software system that gives after-school programs access to a database of students' school records, according to a news release. 

Three other Kentucky communities -- Lexington, Mount Sterling and Murray -- also were named best communities for young people. 

