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For the first time, Louisville will host the IdeaFestival, a four-day event, scheduled for Oct. 11 to 14, that is designed to connect thinkers and innovators from a wide cross-section of disciplines. 

The bi-annual festival originated in 2000 in Lexington where the 2002 and 2004 festivals also were held. 

When the last event attracted about 10,000 people from across the country, it became clear that the IdeaFestival needed to move to a larger city, said Kris Kimel, president of the Kentucky Science and Technology Corp. and one of the founders of the IdeaFestival. 

Louisville could meet the logistical demands of a large, international event, he said, adding that the city also embraces the innovation theme of the festival. 

So the IdeaFestival, which will become an annual event moving forward, now has a new home that will allow it to grow. 

Kimel believes that the upcoming festival will be stronger than ever, with a more diverse and higher-caliber lineup of speakers and performers than in years past. 

Topics covered in the sessions include the search for a cancer cure, the green revolution, research ethics, urban design, new media forms, venture investing and more. 

The events, which are open to the public, will be held at the east tower of the Galt House Hotel & Suites, Fourth Street Live and other local venues. The cost varies, depending on the event. An all-access pass can be purchased for $250. 

For more information, visit www.ideafestival.com, which offers a complete list of speakers, the agenda, background on the festival and more. | 



Volunteering 

People interested in volunteering for IdeaFestival can apply for positions by Sept. 25 

There are approximately 150 assignments at nearly a dozen downtown venues, according to the festival's Web site. 

Some of the volunteers will be given free access to events occurring during their assigned activities. 

What's the next big idea to come out of Louisville? 

The Technology Network of the Greater Louisville Region, known as TeN, will host its annual awards program Oct. 13 in conjunction with the upcoming IdeaFestival. 

Mike Spurlock, member of the IdeaFestival planning committee and chairman of the TeN board, said it made sense to join forces because both events were scheduled for the same time of year, looking for quality speakers and, in some respects, drawing the same audience. 

By working together, TeN was able to land Ray Kurzweil, an inventor, entrepreneur and author whom Spurlock believes will "strike a cord" with TeN members. 

Kurzweil will deliver the TeN keynote address at 4:30 p.m. at The Galt House Hotel & Suites, 140 N. Fourth St. 

Dinner and the awards program will follow at 6 p.m. 

Companies and individuals will be honored in 10 award categories: Chief information officer of the year; community service; distinguished technology company (55 employees or less); distinguished technology company (56 employees or more); education; entrepreneur; innovative use of technology; leadership; women in technology; and volunteer. 

The cost is $45 per person for open seating or $500 for a reserved table of eight. For reservations, e-mail the network at TeN@GreaterLouisville.com or call 625-0039. | 

