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Kentucky ranks in the top half of states when it comes to public funding for the arts, according to an appropriations report from the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies.

Legislative appropriations to state arts agencies nationwide totaled $327.5 million for 2006. According to the report, 37 states and U.S. jurisdictions reported some level of budget gains, while seven states reported flat funding, and 12 states experienced budget reductions. 
Kentucky's arts budget increased 0.3 percent, or just over $14,000, from 2005 to 2006. 
Indiana's arts appropriations rose 0.7 percent, or just under $7,000, from 2005 to 2006. Indiana ranks 35th in the nation in public arts funding. 
Although appropriations for 2006 increased by 8 percent nationally, much of that growth came from Florida, which saw public arts funding increase by about 90 percent from 2005 to 2006, according to the report. Florida ranks ninth in arts funding. 
The state with the largest single-year funding reduction was Michigan, which saw its arts appropriations fall by 16.2 percent from 2005 to 2006. Michigan ranks 20th in arts funding. 
New York ranks first in appropriations, with $45.3 million in funding. 
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