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Kentucky colleges, universities issue most degrees, credentials

Nancy C. Rodriguez 
September 29, 2008
LEXINGTON, Ky. -- Kentucky's public universities and colleges awarded a record number of degrees and credentials in the 2007-08 academic year, according to state officials.

In all, 45,904 degrees and credentials were conferred by public institutions.

That is 4.5 percent more than the previous academic year, according to officials at the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education.

The information was released during a council meeting yesterday.

In all, 15,036 bachelor's degrees were awarded, an increase of 2 percent over the previous year.

Under the state's Double the Numbers plan, it wants to increase the number of Kentucky adults with bachelor's degrees from about 400,000 to about 800,000 by 2020 -- a move that officials say will strengthen the state's economy and improve the quality of life for residents.

As part of that plan, the state needs to increase -- from 4,479 to 11,300 -- the number of first-time students enrolling in community colleges and transferring to four-year institutions. Reaching that goal will require an annual average increase of more than 10 percent for the next 13 years. Currently, growth in that area is about 4 percent a year.

During yesterday's meeting, council staff members discussed a transfer policy brief, which included recommendations on how to improve the transfer process, from outreach to more financial aid and advising.

The council also unanimously accepted a diversity study compiled by The Civil Rights Project at the University of California, Los Angeles.

The study makes several recommendations to help the state increase diversity on its campuses, including suggesting it do more to help minority students graduate from high school and go on to college.

It also recommends that the state expand its diversity definition beyond African-American residents to include Hispanics, American Indians and possibly students of any race from the poorest counties in Eastern Kentucky.

The report urges that the state and Kentucky State University, a historically black college, develop a plan that makes the campus "competitive and able to operate within normal state budgeting parameters."

The study will be considered by the council's Committee on Equal Opportunity and university and college presidents as they develop a new diversity plan for the state.

The new plan will replace a 1999 agreement between the state and the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights. That agreement, which stemmed from a 1981 desegregation order, calls in part for the state to increase the proportion of African-American undergraduate students, faculty members and administrators at its institutions.
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