Business First

Jefferson County high schools recognized by national initiative

August 17, 2006
Four Jefferson County public high schools are among the top 100 in the nation, according to the Southern Regional Education Board's "High Schools That Work" initiative, an effort to get schools to combine academic courses and vocational studies. 

More than 1,300 high schools in 32 states, including 10 Jefferson County schools, participate in the initiative. 

Atherton High School, Eastern High School, Fern Creek Traditional High School and Jeffersontown High School Magnet Career Academy were named in the top 100 high schools, based on the initiative's 10 key practices: 

· High expectations -- Motivate students to meet high expectations by integrating expectations into classroom practices and giving students frequent feedback; 

· Program of study -- Require each student to complete an academic concentration; 

· Academic studies -- Teach students the essential concepts of college-preparatory curriculum by encouraging them to apply academic content and skills to real-world problems and projects; 

· Career/technical studies -- Provide access to intellectually challenging career/technical studies in high-demand fields that emphasize math, science, literacy and problem-solving skills; 

· Work-based learning -- Enable students and their parents to choose from programs that integrate challenging high school studies and work-based learning; 

· Teachers working together -- Provide teachers the time to work together and integrate studies; 

· Students actively engaged -- Engage students in academic and career/technical classrooms in rigorous and challenging proficient-level assignments using research-based instructional strategies and technology. 

· Guidance -- Involve students and their parents in a guidance and advisement system and provide each student with the same mentor throughout high school to assist with setting goals, selecting courses and reviewing the student's progress; 

· Extra help -- Provide a structured system of learning assistance for students; 

· Culture of continuous improvement -- Use student assessment data to continuously improve school culture, management, curriculum and instruction. 

