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Ford cancels 230 layoffs at Kentucky Truck Plant

Jere Downs
August 15, 2008
Ford Motor Co. has reversed plans to cut 230 line workers in the body and paint departments at the Kentucky Truck Plant, company spokeswoman Angie Kozleski said yesterday.

Rather, Ford is keeping all three shifts of body and paint workers employed as it prepares to move production of the Lincoln Navigator and Ford Expedition large sport utility vehicles from Michigan to the Chamberlain Lane plant later this year, Kozleski said.

"We are working through the plans to bring the Expedition and Navigator to Kentucky Truck," she said.

The Kentucky Truck Plant is still operating well below capacity. Three shifts worth of body and paint crews produce the F-Series Super Duty trucks in four, 10-hour days. As such, workers labor one week on, two weeks off, until further notice, according to a plant bulletin.

UAW Local 862 President Rocky Comito was pleased to hear that jobs would be saved at the plant.

Ford "has got to keep the people on if they are going to have all three shifts," Comito said.

There are 3,625 members of Local 862 employed at the truck plant, according to Ford's Web site.

'It is touch and go'

Across town, workers at the Louisville Assembly Plant rode the same layoff roller coaster earlier this year.

In June, Ford abruptly said it would not lay off 570 workers as planned at Louisville Assembly. Instead all 2,000 workers stayed on the job.

The Explorer-producing plant went from two shifts to one by mid-summer and the entire work force labors one week on, one week off, to make the SUVs there.

At that time, Kozleski said the decision not to lay off Louisville Assembly workers "keeps the employees actively involved in the plant." Keeping UAW members working is in line, she added, with Ford's preparations to retool the facility and build a new compact car there by 2011.

At Kentucky Truck, yesterday was supposed to be the last day for workers who had been notified they would be laid off, said Kelly Giuffre, a paint crew worker. Remaining workers had already been reassigned to manage body and paint production, she added.

The company bulletin revoking the layoff went out to workers yesterday two hours before the end of the shift.

These kinds of nerve-rattling ups and downs just come with the job, said Giuffre, 37, who started at the eastern Jefferson County factory 15 years ago.

"It is touch and go," Giuffre, of Jeffersonville, Ind., said yesterday. "I have learned you never know what is going to happen."

Volatility continues

Blame continuing volatility in the auto industry on ever-churning gasoline prices.

Pump prices have declined week after week for the last month. One result of that was the first uptick this year in the value of used pickup trucks at auctions where dealers buy and sell vehicles.

Used trucks were auctioned for an average price of $9,334 in July, up from $9,306 in June, according to an analysis released Wednesday by Tom Kontos, chief sales analyst at Adesa Auctions, a national chain based in Carmel, Ind.

A year ago in July, pickups at auction were going for an average of $9,804, Kontos added. That makes for a 4.8 percent decline in the last 12 months.

"We would be quick to caution that on a year-over-year basis, prices remained down," Kontos said in his monthly recap of dealer auction activity. "The only segment that has repeatedly bucked this trend is the compact car model class."

In contrast, the auction value of compact cars rose 23 percent in the last year, he added.

Despite the changing layoff plans, Ford is still seeking takers for buyout packages by the end of next month.
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