Business First

Every 1 Reads hits $8 million fund-raising goal

September 2, 2008
Every 1 Reads, a program focused on improving the reading skills of Jefferson County students, has achieved its goal of raising $8 million.

Jefferson County Public Schools matched the funds dollar for dollar.

The funds are being used to train volunteers, create reading curricula and develop teacher and staff education programs, JCPS superintendent Sheldon Berman and Louisville Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson announced in a news release.

In addition to the fund-raising goal, Every 1 Reads is nearing its goal for recruiting 10,000 volunteers to come into JCPS classrooms to help students learn to read.

To date, 9,600 volunteers have enrolled in the program.

Every 1 Reads is a joint project between Greater Louisville Inc., the Metro Chamber of Commerce, JCPS and Louisville-Jefferson County Metro Government.

When the program was launched in September 2003, 18 percent of JCPS students were not reading at grade level. Today, that has been cut to 8.5 percent.

