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Company that manages planes for other companies moves to Louisville
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Joe Pendergrass, owner of the charter air company Bluegrass Air, likes to say he has the best office available anywhere for business travelers.

It’s inside the cabin of a 2007 model Pilatus PC-12 turboprop worth about $3.6 million. Its white leather seats will hold eight comfortably, and the windows offer an incomparable view of the clouds below. There’s even a satellite phone for those who need to touch base with someone on the ground.

And when you’re all alone at 26,000 feet, Pendergrass said, you don’t have to worry about anyone overhearing your sensitive business conversations.

Bluegrass Air, which moved its main office from Georgetown, Ky., to Louisville International Airport in January, doesn’t own the plane. The company manages it for owners whom Pendergrass declined to identify.

That anonymity is something his clients crave, he said, because when people know that his clients have a plane, they’re always asking to be flown somewhere.

Flight department for other companies

Bluegrass Air manages a total of six planes, stationed either at Bowman Field, such as the Pilatus, or at Louisville International Airport or airports in Cincinnati, Lexington and Georgetown, Ky., and Cincinnati.

The company acts as a flight department for its clients, overseeing the maintenance, scheduling, insurance and staffing of a client’s plane. Bluegrass Air also pays the client a fee to use the plane for other charter flights, which helps offset the cost of the plane, Pendergrass said.

That offers a significant savings for the plane owner, Pendergrass said, but it has a downside — the plane isn’t always immediately available for the owner’s use.

He moved his main office to Louisville’s main airport because said he believes the Louisville market is ripe for this kind of service.

“There is a lot of business travel here,” Pendergrass said.

Charters can save time and money

The company’s business charter flights can save clients time and money.

“If you give us a ZIP code, we can take you to the closest airport,” said Phil Duvall Jr., a pilot with the company. The company’s planes can land at smaller airports, which sometimes can put a client closer to a destination than a major airline can, he said.

For example, last year, Duvall flew a client into Alpine, Texas, which is several hours’ drive from the nearest major airport in El Paso.

Next week, the company plans to fly a client to eight places in one day, which would be virtually impossible without a chartered flight, Pendergrass said.

Scott Ferguson, executive vice president for The Underwriters Group Inc., 1700 Eastpoint Parkway, said he charters business flights through Bluegrass Air to get to smaller towns in Florida, Arkansas and Mississippi.

He charters flights about twice a year, whenever he needs to take more than three or four people with him to make presentations.

“Chartering, in my opinion, is a viable alternative if the destination is right, and you can take enough people with you to make it worth your while,” he said.

Bluegrass Air

Legal name: Bluegrass Air Charter of Kentucky LLC 
Business: Maintaining, operating and scheduling planes owned by businesses; offering charter flights for the public
New office: 1141 Standiford Ave.
Former office: 6204 Paris Pike, Georgetown
Employees: 10
2008 sales: Not disclosed, but 10 percent more than 2007 

