
Cervical cancer drug approved http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060609/NEWS01/606090355

1 of 3 06/09/2006 10:20 AM

Customer Service:  Subscribe Now | Pay Bill | Place an Ad | Contact Us

    courier-journal.com     Weather     Jobs     Cars     Real Estate     Apartments     Shopping     Classifieds     Dating

  HOME   |   LOCAL NEWS   |   NATION / WORLD   |   SPORTS   |   BUSINESS   |   FEATURES   |   LOUISVILLE SCENE   |   VELOCITY   |   TRAVEL

 
FIND A SECTION 6FIND A SECTION

QUICK LINKS
 · Election 2006
 · Ky. Legislature
 · Neighborhoods
 · Crime reports
 · Education
 · AP state wire
 · Indiana
 · Nation / World
 · Business
 · Weather
 · Search/Archive
 · Special reports
 · Obituaries
 · Opinion/Editorial
 · Comics
 · Columnists
 · TrafficCam
 · Reader forums
 · USA TODAY
 

courier-journal.com >  Local News View 7 days > Su M Tu W Th F Sa Adv. search >

Friday, June 9, 2006 E-mail this  | Print page

Cervical cancer drug approved 
U of L researchers worked on vaccine

By Laura Ungar
lungar@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

More than a decade ago, Dr. A. Bennett Jenson and Shin-je Ghim helped
invent the world's first cervical cancer vaccine. Yesterday, the two 
researchers, now at the University of Louisville, saw their discovery approved 
by the federal government -- creating the potential to protect millions of
women.

"It's a wonderful thing," said Jenson, who works with Ghim at the James
Graham Brown Cancer Center. "Any time you have a 100 percent effective 
vaccine that can prevent 400,000 or more deaths a year, I think it's fantastic."

The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration 
yesterday endorsed 
the vaccine Gardasil, 
manufactured by 
Merck & Co., for use 
by girls and women 
ages 9 to 26. The 
vaccine targets four 
strains of the sexually 
transmitted human 
papillomavirus -- two of
which cause most 
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cervical cancer cases. 
Cervical cancer is the 
second-biggest cancer 
killer of women 
worldwide.

Ghim said she's
thankful to everyone 
who has had a hand in 
the vaccine's 
development. She, 
Jenson and Dr. 
Richard Schlegel 
began working on the 
vaccine in 1989, when 
they worked together 
at Georgetown 
University. Three other 

teams of researchers also were involved in the creation of the vaccine, but 
Georgetown wound up with the dominant patent because of its contribution to 
the background science.

Merck and GlaxoSmithKline Inc. were working on separate versions of the
vaccine, but Merck's was approved first.

Cervical cancer survivor Anna Bastin, 64, of Louisville said she hopes the
federal approval means that other women won't have to go through what she 
did 1½ years ago.

"It was really traumatic," Bastin said. "To think there would ever be a vaccine,
that's totally wonderful."

Yet despite its potential benefits, the vaccine has been surrounded by
controversy. It is most effective when given before a girl becomes sexually 
active, and some people suggested it might give girls implicit permission to 
have sex.

Concerns also were raised about the expected cost of the shots, which Merck
has set at $360 for a series of three injections.

Jenson said he never thought such concerns would derail FDA approval.

"I knew that if it ever got that far, it's too big of a medical breakthrough not to
be approved," he said.

The next step is for the national Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices to decide whether to endorse routine vaccination with Gardasil. 
That decision is expected June 29.
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Meanwhile, Jenson and Ghim are working on creating a cheaper version of
the vaccine using tobacco plants -- a version they said would be especially
helpful in poor countries. Cervical cancer deaths in the United States 
dropped significantly after 1955 because of detection in routine Pap tests, but 
the disease remains a big killer in the Third World.

Dr. Donald Miller, who heads the Brown Cancer Center, said Jenson and
Ghim's current work is "critically important" to places like India and Africa, 
and shows the high level of research going on at U of L.

"I believe this is one of the most effective anti-cancer medicines ever," Miller
said.

Reporter Laura Ungar can be reached at (502) 582-7190.

The Associated Press contributed to this story.
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