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Late last year, Bellarmine University established the Center for Economic Education, a collaboration with the Kentucky Council on Economic Education.

The center provides resources for educators teaching financial literacy. It includes a library with up-to-date materials related to financial education as well as lesson plans that can be used in financial-literacy classes. The center is open to both education students and practicing teachers.

It is led by co-directors Kathleen Cooter and Corrie Orthober.

Cooter is a former high school economics teacher with expertise in early child education. Orthober teaches social studies methods courses to students studying to become elementary, middle and high school teachers. She also teaches research methodology to graduate students at Bellarmine.

“We as citizen consumers helped create this financial quagmire by not being vigilant and informed about our own money and financial futures,” Cooter said. Deregulation certainly played a role, but we as citizen consumers were like lemmings moving en masse to the sea without the knowledge to act as our own financial planners and managers.”

