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BAE expanding Louisville facility
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BAE Systems will add 90 workers to its plant at the Airport Industrial Center in Louisville as a result of a contract to produce a weapons system for the U.S. Navy's newest destroyer, the DDG 1000. 

The expanded operation will work on the Advanced Gun System, which includes a 155mm gun, along with its magazine and subassemblies. 

The jobs that are being added include engineering, management and production workers, according to a new release from the Arlington, Va.-based defense contractor. 

The company currently has more than 300 workers in Louisville. 

"With the Navy's decision to go forward with the new destroyer, the company has the opportunity to grow elements of its business at its existing Louisville plant," Keith Howe, BAE Systems' vice president and general manager for Armament Systems Division in Minneapolis, said in the release. "This is the third new Navy gun program to be introduced at the facility in recent years." 

In addition to the new work, BAE also plans "to centralize its Navy logistics, training and support in a new Engineering and Fleet Support Center" at the Louisville industrial park. The center will provide service for current and future Navy products. 

Officials with BAE could not immediately be reached to comment on the plans or provide details of the expansion. 

Business First previously reported that BAE received preliminary approval in April for $1.5 million in state tax incentives over 10 years to build a $41 million plant to build components of large guns and large missile launchers. The company's application said the plant would employ 90 workers, but it was not immediately clear whether the expansion announced today is the same project. 

BAE Systems' existing Louisville plant has operated at Airport Industrial Center, the former Naval Ordnance Station, for 10 years. It had been a United Defense LP facility until last year, when a subsidiary of London defense contractor BAE Systems LP completed its $4.2 billion acquisition of that company. 

Chad Carlton, director of communications for Louisville Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson, said the BAE expansion "is another important step in getting us to the vision" the administration has for the industrial park. 

"Things are going well, and jobs are increasing there," Carlton said of the park, which was turned over to private developer Titan Research and Development Louisville LLC in 2004. 

Titan later moved to evict then United Defense from the park because the company would not agree to a lease that would double its rent payments. 

In November 2004, United Defense filed suit against Titan and the Louisville-Jefferson County Redevelopment Authority, seeking to block the eviction. 

In May, the parties agreed to a new lease that settled the dispute. 

