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Airport lands new nonstop flights

Robert Schoenberger

February 6, 2007
For the second time in as many months, an airline has announced that it will offer new nonstop flights at Louisville International Airport. 

ExpressJet, which operates Continental flights in Louisville, is launching its own brand of air service in 24 cities. From Louisville, it will fly two daily nonstop round trips to Kansas City, Mo., and two round trips to Raleigh-Durham, N.C., starting in May. 

"We're looking at places that need more point-to-point connections," ExpressJet chief pilot Bill Lehmann said of the company's decision to offer service from Louisville. 

ExpressJet's announcement followed Frontier Airlines' announcement last month that it would offer two daily flights per day to Denver. 

"We seem to be coming to the airport often these days," Mayor Jerry Abramson said at yesterday's announcement. He added that improved airline service to the city's airport will be a boon for business travelers. 

Today, Louisville has 92 daily nonstop flights to 22 cities. That figure will climb to 98 flights to 25 cities after the ExpressJet and Frontier service starts. 

Greater Louisville Inc., the metro chamber of commerce, polled businesses last year on their travel needs and identified the 20 cities that Louisville business travelers fly to the most. With the additions of Denver, Kansas City and Raleigh-Durham, Louisville has direct service to 18 of those cities. 

Phil Lynch, vice chairman of the Louisville Regional Airport Authority, said officials are working on getting direct service to the final two -- Los Angeles and Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Lynch said airlines continue to show interest in coming to Louisville. 

"I think it's a combination of the economy improving nationwide and the strength of our local economy," Lynch said. 

Airlines are finding it easier to serve small and medium-sized cities using regional jets, he said. Smaller than full-sized jetliners, regional jets are sometimes cramped but faster than older turbo-prop planes. 

ExpressJet plans to use 50-seat regional jets for its service. When Frontier announced its service last month, it said it would use 76-seat regional jets. 

Lehmann said the ExpressJet flights will offer several unique services, including access to XM Satellite radio. 

Fares will be announced closer to Feb. 26, when tickets go on sale at xjet.com, he said. 

The cheapest flight to Raleigh-Durham is already flown by ExpressJet for Continental Airlines, according to Orbitz.com. That $98 flight stops in Cleveland. 

The least expensive flight to Kansas City is offered by Northwest. The $109 flight stops in Memphis, Tenn. 

"The real value to the travelers is going to be time," Lehmann said. "You're not going to waste two or three hours sitting around an airport." 
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