Business First

65 condos, office-retail development planned in Jeffersonville
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Last year, residential developers Brent Sprigler and his brother, Chad Sprigler, made their debut in the commercial sector with a 15,000-square-foot office and retail building near the intersection of Veterans Parkway and Charlestown-New Albany Pike in Jeffersonville. 

Now, with construction of the two-story brick facility nearly completed and a good portion of the space leased, the two plan to expand the development to an adjoining 29 acres. 

Chad Sprigler said Sprigler Investments LLC, a property-holding company, has a contract to buy the land from owner John Woehrle, who also lives near the site. 

The property, which currently is a vacant field, is zoned for commercial use. But Chad Sprigler said he will seek a planned-unit-development-district designation from the Jeffersonville Plan Commission in June. 

If approved, the zone change will allow for greater flexibility in the development plan. 

Although the details of the project have not been finalized, preliminary plans call for a mixed-use development. Called Park Place Commons, the project will include about 400,000 square feet of retail, professional and medical office space. 

Then, behind the commercial space, company officials plan to build 65 residential condominium units that will range in price from $150,000 to $300,000. 

The pedestrian-friendly development will have an "urban feel," Chad Sprigler said, adding that condo residents could walk to doctors' offices, retail establishments and restaurants. 

Connector road will be added 

Chad Sprigler referred to the development as a multimillion-dollar project, but he declined to disclose how much his company is investing in the project or the details surrounding the financing. 

Much of the site's infrastructure, including utility lines, already are in place, but plans call for the construction of two east-west connector roads between Williamsburg Drive and Woehrle Road. 

Sprigler Development Co., an affiliate business, will oversee the road improvements and other site work. Another family company, Sprigler Builders & Developers Inc., then will construct a portion of the space. 

Currently, the Sprigler brothers are in negotiations with a medical group and retail tenant, which Chad Sprigler declined to identify. The two tenants most likely would occupy about three of the 29 acres. 

While Sprigler Builders & Developers will continue to market the property to potential tenants, company officials also plan to work with other developers who might be interested in the site. 

Concept is praised 

Woehrle, 81, will be one of those most affected by Park Place Commons, as his residence adjoins the proposed development site. 

He refused to sell the property a few years ago to a developer who wanted to build government-subsidized housing, but he said he believes the Spriglers' proposal offers a more compatible land use. 

Plus, he said, he is confident in the caliber of work that the Spriglers will produce, adding that they already have done a nice job with the first building that has been constructed. 

City officials also are pleased with the proposal. Chester Hicks, director of planning and development for Jeffersonville, said he has talked with Sprigler about his preliminary plans. 

The medical and professional office space would be a good use of the land, Hicks said, and it's the type of development that appeals to city representatives because of the white-collar jobs it would attract. 

"It looks like a very interesting development," he said. "A project like that would ... definitely be a boon to the city of Jeffersonville." 



Sprigler family businesses 

Development entities: Sprigler Investments LLC, which is a property-holding company; Sprigler Development Co., which handles site work and installs infrastructure; and Sprigler Builders & Developers Inc., which builds residential and commercial structures 

Offices: 214 E. Elm St., New Albany 

Partners: Brothers Chad Sprigler and Brent Sprigler; their father, Everett "Sonny" Sprigler is a partner in all entities except for Sprigler Builders & Developers 

Employees: About 20 

Current projects include:
· Deerfield Crossing, 205 single-family and patio homes, 30 acres of commercial space, Memphis 

· Trinity Plaza, medical offices, New Albany 

· Cambridge Manor, 13 patio homes, Sellersburg 

· The Villas of Reflection Creek, 22 patio homes, New Albany 

· Huntington Creek, 71 single-family homes, Floyds Knobs 

